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The Waste Land goes beyond a mere diagnosis of
the spiritual distempers of the age ; it is a lament
over man's fallen nature, a prophecy, and a
promise.

Formally the poem has been described as " a
music of ideas " and as <c a poetic cryptogram/'
The second phrase suggests some weaknesses of the
structure by which the poet sought the scope of
the long poem without the relaxations of tension
decried by Poe.   Apart from nthe dominant mood,
-connetting links between the several parts may be
found in a book of anthropology,  Miss Jessie L.
Weston's   From   Ritual   to   Romance.     There   Miss
Weston showed that the legend of the Holy Grail
originated in a fertility cult related to those of
Thammuz and Adonis.    It tells how a questing
Knight   saved   the   Waste   Land   from   drought
occasioned by the old age of the ruler, known as
the Fisher King.    The Knight mu&t restore the
latter's youth by riding to the Chapel Perilous and
there questioning the Lance and the Grail, symbols
of the male and female principles.    Mr Eliot's
poem is an allegorical application of this story to
modern society and religion.    Our civilisation is
the Waste Land;   we can obtain youth and life-
giving rain only by journeying far,  questioning
ow condition, and learning a hard lesson.    To
enforce thisa Mr Eliot uses symbols drawn from
H&dred  myths and  religions.    The  relationship
between these must be known before the poem can
be understood.   And the difficulties of this anthro-
pological backgroiind are increased by the methods